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Rural Hill
Where History Springs Alive

P.O. Box 1009
Huntersville, NC 28070
4431 Neck Road
Huntersville, NC 28078
704-875-3113
www.ruralhill.net
office@ruralhill.net

Facilitated in cooperation with

Mecklenburg County Park & Recreation

SummerNewsletter 2017

Jeff’s Corner
Mark Your Calendars!

We are excited for fall here at Rural Hill and
we have our fingers crossed that mother
nature cooperates for a great season at our
Amazing Maize Maze.

The summer has been incredible with our sold
out Scotch Dinner, Constitution Dinner,
Summer Food Truck Rally, Miss May’s Tea, and

numerous weddings and events.

Summers used to be for preparation for the
Maze, but we like to keep busy!

We love to see familiar faces and are also
thankful to have welcomed thousands of new

friends these past few months. With so much
to experience
here...

I hope to see
you on the

farm!

Rural Hill Amazing Maize Maze

Now through November  5

Fall Food Truck Rally

September 22

Pumpkin Fest

October 14

Halloween in Huntersville & Fireworks Spooktacular

October 21

Cider Fest

November 4

Rural Hill Sheepdog Trials

November 11 & 12

Oyster Roast

November 19

First Footin’

January 1, 2018

Loch Norman Highland Games

April 21 & 22, 2018

NC Brewers and Music Festival

May 11 & 12, 2018

Simply Couture Photography
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The 2017 Amazing Maize Maze
is OPEN and we anticipate a

great season! We extend our
gratitude to farm managers
Freddie Brown and Eric
Ferguson for all
that they do to

plant and grow our
corn, and to all
who help cut the

paths for the Maze.

Enjoy the fun!

It was really fun and I really enjoyed my time

getting lost in the maze even though I would highly

suggest not doing a corn maze for the first time at

night! The staff was really nice and super helpful.

                           - Shea W. via Facebook



What an A-MAZE-ING Opening
Weekend!

We have celebrated our highly anticipated
opening of the Maze! We know the question
that’s been on everyone’s mind: How is the
corn this year? See for yourself!

There are still a few select areas that are
short, but it’s better than the last two years
combined. We look forward to a great Maze
season.

We want to thank everyone who came out for our opening
weekend. We especially acknowledge those who visited this
weekend from Florida. We were honored to bring a little fun
and happiness to a stressful time. Safe journeys back home
and best wishes.

Kicking off our weekend at the Amazing Maize Maze!

                           - Kelly B. via Facebook
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Ready to Get Lost?

Some photos courtesy of Kelly Brown
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Around the Farm

It was a fun day watching the

eclipse at Rural Hill!

        - Chris M. via Facebook
,
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Scenes from Summer
Scotch Dinner

On August 17 we hosted another
SOLD OUT Scotch Dinner in the
Rural Hill Cultural Center. We
love hosting events all year that
celebrate our Scottish roots here
at Rural Hill!

May Davidson Hall was full and
everyone enjoyed a wonderful
four course meal paired with
Scotch whiskies selected by
Jonathan Wingo, a Balvenie
Brand Ambassador. Samples
included Balvenie's 12, 14, 17,
and 21 year old whiskies.
Midwood Smokehouse Executive
Chef Paul Cruz prepared the
menu and the scrumptious
courses.

Keep watch - you will not want to
miss our next dinner!

I had a great time at Rural Hill. The food and
the company was wonderful. I am looking

forward to my next chance to go out and enjoy the farm.

                                                    - James B. via Facebook



Our Summer Food Truck Rally was held
July 21 with more than 20 trucks on site and
feeding many hungry visitors!

Thank you to all of the Food Trucks, A Bounce
For All Ages, Premier Knockerball, Sinners and
Saints, and all of our patrons for braving the
heat!

We appreciate everyone who attended and
hope you will join us again for our Fall Rally on
September 22!

Thank you for having us! Everyone seemed to enjoy

themselves. Looking forward to future events at

Rural Hill.

                     - A Bounce For All Ages via Facebook

Food Truck Rally
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Rural Hill is such a family friendly place! The staff are always so

welcoming and friendly. There is lots to do too! The corn maze,
the hayrides, a bouncy castle, pumpkins, and a little place to grab

a bite to eat. I’ve been coming here for years and will continue to

keep coming here. Such a fun day out!

                           - Connie G. via Facebook

Did You Know?

Rural Hill is not only your place for events
and field trips, we are also a working

farm. This is our farm manager Freddie
out cutting the hay. He keeps the farm
looking terrific!

Constitution Dinner
On July 1, Rural Hill hosted its first Constitution Dinner - an evening of food,
drink, and spirited discussion. Guests were served an authentic eighteenth
century style banquet meal prepared by Charlotte chef Craig Barbour and also
heard from Stewart Harris, one of the nation's most recognized scholars of
constitutional law. Harris discussed how the 1787 Constitutional Convention
spawned the United States Constitution while we dined on a representation

of what the founders may have enjoyed at that Convention!

The evening was enjoyed by all, and it continues the success of
specialized dinners in our Cutlural Center.



Auxiliary Corner . . .
By Peggy Franklin

Rural Hill Auxiliary solely planned and hosted their annual Miss

May’s Garden Tea on Sunday, August 6. The event honors Miss
May Davidson, benefactress of the Rural Hill Cultural Center, and proceeds
support the historic cabins, buildings, and the creation of a large dog trot cabin
that is in progress.

A sincere thank you to everyone involved and our guests, many of whom were
visiting Rural Hill for the first time. The Cultural Center was beautifully
decorated inside and out as the Tea attendees enjoyed the garden party
atmosphere, savories, sweets, fruits, and four delectable teas. Hosting and
serving was our true pleasure.

A special thank you to the Tea Planning Committee. Our strong team with
passionate dedication consists of Sue Kashino, Elizabeth Whitley, Elaine Davidson,
Daphne Taylor, April Rice, Paulette Gardner, Earleen and Jack Mobley, Carolyn
Campbell, Roy Pickett, Meg Calder, Peggy and Kelly Franklin, Jessica and Mariana
Bustamante, and John Taggart. Also, the Rural Hill staff and our families who
continued to support us for months during the planning process for the Tea.

Our fine china, tea pots and tea sets, silver service set, precious antiques, and so

much more have been stored away until the next Tea August 2018.
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The Historic Rural Hill Cultural Center continues to grow in its popularity for

weddings, rehearsal dinners, and other special occasions and retreats. The rustic
atmosphere of the venue offers a unique combination of vast outdoor spaces and
inviting indoor comforts.

The 2,000 square foot May Davidson Hall accommodates up to 200 guests for
cocktail style receptions and there are options to expand the space and guest

capacity with the covered patio and tent annex. The decorative and functional
finishings include aptly appointed restrooms, a generous catering kitchen,

pleasing architecture of soaring barn-style rafters with ironwork chandeliers, a
barn door opening to the west end covered patio (perfect for admiring the sunset),

four sets of French doors leading to the wraparound brick walkway, and turn-key
audio/visual amenities.

Don’t miss securing the date for your special occasion at the Historic Rural Hill
Cultural Center. Contact our private events director Lauren Petervary to schedule a

personal tour. Call (704) 875-3113 or email Lauren@ruralhill.net.

Weddings and Events at

Historic Rural Hill

Some photos courtesy of Thirteenth Moon Photography LLC, Samantha Laffoon Photography, and Andrea Anderson Photography



Volunteer at Historic

Rural Hill

Historic Rural Hill’s events exist
because of the generous and
enthusiastic support of volunteers.

For more information on
volunteering, please contact us

at (704) 875-3113 or email

office@ruralhill.net.

Historic Rural Hill Piper - Summer 2017 - Page 11

Give online at

www.ruralhill.net

Support Historic
Rural Hill

The money you donate to Historic Rural Hill

goes to a variety of things that keep a

265-acre and 250 year old farm

operating, including the preservation and

restoration of historic buildings, and our

educational programming.

Through your generosity we are able to

keep history alive for current and future

generations.

All donations are greatly appreciated and

tax deductible.

Visit online for easy, secure
giving.
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Celebrating more than 250 years in history…

Rural Hill is located at
4431 Neck Road (off
Beatties Ford Road) in
Huntersville, 28078.  The
former homestead of Major
John and Violet Davidson,
the 265 acre site is
maintained and promoted
by Historic Rural Hill Inc.
and features annual
events such as the Rural
Hill Scottish Festival and

Loch Norman Highland Games,

the Rural Hill Amazing Maize
Maze, the Rural Hill Sheepdog
Trials, and the NC Brewers and

Music Festival. Historic Rural Hill Inc.

is a non-profit organization supported
through membership and donations,
and with proceeds from its events

utilized for the preservation of

Historic Rural Hill and its education
efforts.  For more information on

events or for financial support
accepted securely online, please visit

   www.ruralhill.net

Tina Brown Photo

Board of Directors

Robert G. McIntosh, Chair

Jim Puckett, Vice Chair

Sam Fuller, Secretary

Brent Lewis, Treasurer

Maurice D. McIntosh

Beth Eakes Martina

John Cherry

Henry Mummaw

Danny Phillips

Brandy Larrick

Wendy Watts

Staff

Jeff Fissel, Executive Director

Zac Vinson, Education Director

Lauren Petervary, Wedding &
Special Events Director

Jessica Bustamante, Controller

Freddie Brown, Farm Manager

Eric Ferguson, Farm Manager

Carolyn Campbell,
Administrative Assistant

Mission

An educational organization that
provides for recognizing,
celebrating and preserving the
rich heritage of Rural Hill.


